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COUNCIL 



The Council met at Saratoga Springs, 
July 4, 1918, President Montgomery pre- 
siding. 

Twenty-six members, a quorum, -were 
present. 

The following committee was appointed 
by the President to nominate five mem- 
bers to the Council to be elected by the 
Council: J. I. Wyer, Jr., E. H. Anderson, 
Sarah C. N. Bogle, Linda A. Eastman, and 
C. P. D. Belden. 

A letter was read from a member of the 
Council recommending that the A. L. A. 
compile a list of pro-German literature 
which should be withdrawn from circula- 



tion by all public libraries of the United 
States. 

Toted, That a Committee be appointed 
to consider and act with power on the 
preparation of a list of warning of books 
whose misuse should be guarded against. 

The Committee on Nominations to the 
Council submitted the names of M. L. 
Raney, Pauline McCauley, M. J. Ferguson, 
Agnes "Van Valkenburgh and R. R. Bowker, 
and on vote that the secretary be instructed 
to cast a ballot for their election, they 
were declared elected to the Council for a 
term of five years each. 

Adjourned. 



AGRICULTURAL LIBRARIES SECTION 



FIRST SESSION 

(Joint session with League of Library 
Commissions and National Associa- 
tion of State Libraries.) 

By invitation of the Agricultural Libra- 
ries Section, a joint session with the 
League of Library Commissions and the 
National Association of State Libraries 
was held on the evening of July 3, the sub- 
ject for the symposium being "Libraries 
and the food problem." 

At the request of Mr. George A. Deve- 
neau, chairman of the Agricultural Libra- 
ries Section, Mr. Henry N. Sanborn pre- 
sided. 

Miss Clara F. Baldwin, secretary of the 
Minnesota Library Commission, spoke for 
the library commissions as follows: 

"The library extension commissions 
which exercise advisory or supervisory 
functions have naturally pushed the work 
done for food conservation through their 
regular channels of activity. These com- 
missions have undertaken to help libraries 
to show (1) why conservation is needed, 
through special bulletin boards, circulation 
and distribution of material, use of pos- 
ters, exhibits, talks and all the methods 
outlined by the Food Administration; and 
(2) how to conserve. 



In thirteen states the executive officer of 
the library extension commission, or some 
member of the staff, has been appointed 
library publicity director. In Illinois and 
Massachusetts the commission secretary is 
a member of the library publicity commit- 
tee. The methods employed by the com- 
mission have included circular letters sent 
out at regular intervals or from time to 
time as occasion required. The commis- 
sions which publish bulletins have stressed 
the subject of food conservation in these 
publications. The work has also been em- 
phasized at state and district meetings and 
library institutes. In Illinois six library 
conferences were held in different parts of 
the state and fifty-nine libraries were vis- 
ited for special conferences. The work of 
local libraries has been supplemented 
through special loan of charts and exhibits 
of posters, photographs and motion picture 
slides." 

Mr. Godard, librarian of the Connecticut 
State Library, was the next speaker. He 
said in part: 

"In planning to speak for state libraries 
it was realized that the most that could be 
done was to give an account of what the 
State Library of Connecticut had accom- 
plished, not because It was unusual but be- 
cause it was well known to the speaker and 
it was believed to be typical of the work 
done in the other states. 
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When this country entered the war it 
was fully realized that only by utilizing 
every agency for reaching the people could 
maximum results be accomplished. To this 
end, as a preliminary measure, a survey 
of all the existing agencies in the state of 
Connecticut was made and the mailing lists 
maintained at the state library were care- 
fully revised, especially the list of libra- 
ries; for it was realized that the best 
printed material in the world would fail 
in accomplishing its mission if it were not 
properly addressed. The state library dis- 
tributed the material sent it for this pur- 
pose, held exhibits designed to educate the 
people in the necessity for increased pro- 
duction and conservation of food, prepared 
a poster for the use with children, and, 
most important of all, took an agricultural 
census of the farm and state, showing in 
the minutest detail what each farm had 
produced, area planted to various crops, 
etc. The results of this census were coded 
en cards which have been of great use to 
county agents and to others interested in 
speeding up production. The library has 
also made a list of boys from sixteen to 
twenty years of age, which has been very 
useful; and a list of leaders of thought in 
the state to prevent duplication in sending 
out material. Such men appear on all im- 
portant mailing lists and often in the past 
had received a number of copies of the 
same thing. This list has been effective 
in preventing this waste." 

Miss Claribel R. Barnett, librarian of 
the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, spoke for agricultural libraries. She 
said in part: 

"It seems providential that the outbreak 
of the war found the country provided 
with an agricultural organization unex- 
celled by any in the world. This organiza- 
tion, stretching from the individual farm 
through the county agent and the agricul- 
tural college to the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture of the President's cabinet, was able to 
set in motion at once forces which have 
done magnificent work in increasing the 
production of food and its conservation. 
Agricultural libraries are a part of this or- 
ganization and are in a position of great 
usefulness. They serve the scientist and 
research worker by rendering bibliograph- 
ical aid; they are in a position to help other 
libraries in the valuation of agricul- 
tural literature; in some states they are 
doing extension work through the boys' and 
girls' clubs and other extension agencies. 
It is highly desirable that more library 
school stud-ents recognize the opportunities 
for service in agricultural library work. 
This would be greatly aided by a special 



course for agricultural librarians in some 
of the library schools. Such a course 
should take up such subjects as the bibli- 
ography and history of agriculture, sources 
of agricultural literature, the bibliography 
of the sciences relating to agriculture, the 
editing of agricultural publications and 
some of the administrative problems con- 
nected with the relation of the libraries 
of the agricultural colleges to the experi- 
ment station libraries and to the agricul- 
tural extension work of the state. It would 
seem the duty of the library profession to 
provide this special instruction in agricul- 
tural literature in order that the library 
profession may do its full share in the 
great national program of agricultural edu- 
cation. Magnificent as is the service al- 
ready rendered by the great agricultural or- 
ganization of the country, it is but a proph- 
ecy of possibilities for the new epoch upon 
which we are entering. May it not be 
hoped that agricultural libraries will be of 
greater service to agriculture and to our 
rural democracy in the future than they 
have been in the past?" 

Mr. Carl B. Roden, librarian of the Chi- 
cago Public Library, spoke for public li- 
braries, as follows: 

"Never before in the history of libraries 
have they had such an opportunity to per- 
form a needed public service, but, as in all 
such cases, a real benefit has accrued to 
them in return, for the opportunity to get 
the public acquainted with the library has 
been put to good use." In representing 
public libraries at this meeting the 
speaker, like Mr. Godard, wanted it under- 
stood that the work done by the Chicago 
Public Library would be outlined, not be- 
cause it was thought better than that done 
by other public libraries but because it was 
what he knew about and it was believed to 
be typical. 

"The most notable single thing done by 
the Chicago Public Library was the holding 
of a food show which was so great a suc- 
cess that the woman's committee of the 
Illinois Council of Defense asked permis- 
sion to take it over and give it permanent 
quarters. This has been done and it is 
viewed by hundreds every day. Smaller 
food shows have been aided in churches 
and other places. The library has been 
generous in its policy of lending its as- 
sistants to help in the food conservation 
work wherever needed. Miss Jessie M. 
Woodford, of the library staff, has been a 
member of the library publicity committee 
headed by Dr. Deveneau as library pub- 
licity director for the state, and has de- 
voted much time to its work. The docu- 
ment section of the library has been prac- 
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tically given over to food conservation 
work, as the policy has been to cut out as 
much of the routine work as could pos- 
sibly be spared in order to leave the library 
machinery and the time of the assistants 
available for the more immediate neces- 
sity of food conservation work." 

Miss Edith Guerrier, director of the li- 
brary publicity work of the Food Admin- 
istration, followed. After paying a grace- 
ful tribute to the chairman and each of the 
speakers individually who had preceded 
her, for the help and cooperation she had 
received from them in carrying out the 
program of the Food Administration in 
its work with libraries, she said: 

"The voluntary conservation of food ac- 
complished by the people of the United 
States has succeeded beyond the most san- 
guine expectations of the Food Adminis- 
tration. The work of libraries to this end 
has been a real contribution to the win- 
ning of the war. The function of my of- 
fice is to act as a collector of the ideas put 
into use in the various libraries over the 
country and give them the publicity they 
need to secure a greater usefulness. Too 
great praise could not be given to the 
splendid work done by the various states, 
such as California with its 58 county chair- 
men, Illinois with its food show and fine 
active organization, and many other states 
too numerous to mention. The main thing 
for libraries to do is to connect the reading 
of the people with the appeal of the food 
conservation work, and make exhibits ef- 
fective by the dramatic and imaginative 
emotions aroused and set to work." 
The United States Boys' Working Reserve 

(See p. 198) 
was the subject of an address of general 
interest by Mr. Henry W. Wells, associate 
director of this organization. 

At the close of Mr. Wells' address Mr. 
Deveneau of the Illinois College of Agri- 
culture made a motion that the sections of 
the American Library Association repre- 
sented by this joint session express their 
appreciation of the wonderful work al- 
ready done by the U. S. Boys' Working Re- 
serve and their desire to aid it in every 
way possible. The resolution was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Miss Helen W. Atwater, representing the 
woman's committee of the Council of Na- 
tional Defense, was next introduced by Mr. 
Sanborn. She said: 



"The woman's committee was created 
by the Council of National Defense as a 
committee of that council to serve as an 
authorized channel of communication be- 
tween the various federal departments and 
other agencies of the Government, and the 
women of the country, especially for the 
transmission of information and requests 
which the Government might wish to give 
to the women of the nation in order to en- 
list their help in its war activities. The 
woman's committee in turn asked the 
women of each state to organize correspond- 
ing women's divisions which should do 
similar work in their states and these state 
divisions in turn were organized in county 
and local units. Thus a machinery was cre- 
ated by which suggestions from Washing- 
ton could be promptly and authoritatively 
transmitted to the women practically all 
over the country. 

In planning its work the woman's com- 
mittee found it desirable to subdivide its 
activities into eight or ten departments. 
The food conservation work is carried on 
through two of these departments, one en- 
titled the food administration department, 
whose work consists in furthering the 
plans of the United States Food Admin- 
istration, and the other the department of 
food production and home economics, the 
work of which corresponds to that of the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
as the latter deals directly with women. 

As far as the work of food conserva- 
tion is concerned, it is practically the same 
whether carried on under the auspices of 
the Department of Agriculture or of the 
Food Administration, and the suggestions 
which the Food Administration, through 
its library division, has made to the Amer- 
ican Library Association and the cordial 
cooperation which the Association and its 
individual members have given the Food 
Administration in this work has been 
equally helpful to the food conservation 
work of the other agencies. 

In addition to the work with food, it is 
becoming more and more apparent that 
other lines of conservation will have to be 
generally adopted by the country, and here 
the libraries can be of assistance in the 
same way that they have in the food con- 
servation work. It is useless to urge people 
to buy liberty loan bonds or war savings 
stamps unless we can point out definite 
ways in which they can save money for 
such purchase. . . . Unfortunately 
up to the present time there has not been 
published as much good popular material 
on the conservation of these other ma- 
terials for daily use, as was available on 
the subject of food before the war, but it 
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will be a very useful service on the part 
of libraries if they will call to the atten- 
tion of the public such reliable material as 
already exists and will aid in distributing 
such emergency material as will undoubt- 
edly be published by governmental agen- 
cies, and probably also by private persons 
or societies, within the next few months. 
Much of the subject matter for such a gen- 
eral conservation or thrift compaign may 
seem at first sight rather trivial. Let us 
remember, however, that it is not many 
years ago when questions of food values, 
which now interest practically everyone, 
were considered equally trivial and tire- 
some. In speaking of this increased in- 
terest on the part of the public in food 
questions, a worker in food conservation 
recently said that one of the reasons why 
people were now so interested in food was 
that the war had brought it into its in- 
ternational relationships. In the same 
way we must bring questions of textiles 
and fuels and all the other materials of 
our daily use into their proper position in 
our national economy, and the workers in 
the field are trusting to the assistance of 
the libraries to aid in pointing out their 
dignity and international relationships." 

Following this address the joint ses- 
sion adjourned. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session of the Agricultural 
Libraries Section was held on the evening 
of July 4. 

Mr. George A. Deveneau, chairman, 
presided and opened the session by read- 
ing a paper on "The agricultural literature 
of Canada," by Miss Jacquetta Gardiner, 
librarian of the Ontario Agricultural Col- 
lege, who was unable to be present. The 
following is a summary: 

The Dominion Department of Agriculture 
issues many bulletins, circulars and re- 
ports, but owing to the war, has reduced 
the publication and distribution of the 
larger reports and comprehensive bulletins, 
aiming to make the publications more 
specific and brief. At the same time it is 
extending the circulation as rapidly as 
is consistent. 

This department also issues bulletins of 
the International Institute at Rome; the 
Bulletin of Foreign Agricultural Intelli- 
gence; The Agricultural Gazette of Can- 
ada; and the Agricultural War Book. 

The International Institute supplies the 
Institution at Rome with statistics and offi- 
cial information respecting agriculture in 
Canada, and prepares for distribution in 



Canada corresponding information from 
countries adhering to the International In- 
stitute of Agriculture. 

At present, each monthly issue of the 
Agricultural Gazette of Canada (published 
in English and French at Ottawa) is di- 
vided into five parts, Pt. 1 devoted to vari- 
ous phases of the work of the Dominion 
Department of Agriculture; Pt. 2 dealing 
with the Provincial Department; Pt. 3 
with rural science; Pt. 4 with special con- 
tributions, reports of agricultural organiza- 
tions, notes, and publications, the latter 
being a list of the new publications each 
month, and an index to the periodical liter- 
ature of value appearing in various maga- 
zines, etc., during the month; Pt. 5 deal- 
ing with the International Institute of 
Agriculture. 

The Agricultural War Book (production 
and thrift) is prepared for the use of 
instructors and for the press of Canada. 
The notes and extracts have been taken 
from the agricultural and daily newspapers 
of Canada and other reliable sources, and 
discuss all phases of the question of agri- 
culture pertaining to the "production and 
thrift campaign." 

Bulletins and pamphlets are issued by 
the Inland Revenue Department, Central 
Experimental Farm, Dairy and Cold Stor- 
age Commissioner, Entomological Branch, 
Division of Botany, Tobacco Division, Seed 
Branch, Health of Animals Branch, Divi- 
sion of Chemistry, Fruit Division, Publi- 
cations Branch, Live Stock Branch, and 
the International Institute. 

The Dominion Experimental Farms is- 
sue an annual report compiled by the di- 
rector and chief officers of the Central Ex- 
perimental Farm, and superintendents of 
branch farms and stations; bulletins, cir- 
culars, etc.; Seasonable Hints (published 
in March, July and October) ; exhibition 
circulars; circular letters; and contribute 
articles to the agricultural press. 

The Fruit Branch, in addition to bulle- 
tins and circulars, issues monthly crop 
reports during the fruit season, advising 
the public as to the condition of the fruit 
crop all through the Dominion, with infor- 
mation regarding foreign conditions. 

The Seed Branch issues reports, bulle- 
tins, special contributions, chiefly statisti- 
cal, which are sent to the Census and 
Statistics Monthly, issued by the Trade 
and Commerce Department; leaflets on 
seed testing, and sometimes hints on 
cleaning seed, are enclosed with the re- 
ports sent to farmers and seed merchants. 
Due to the war conditions, short articles 
giving prompt information to farmers, 
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gardeners and seed merchants are sent to 
the press and agricultural papers. 

When a campaign of publicity is on in 
connection with the patriotism and pro- 
duction movement, there are inserted in 
newspapers from coast to coast a series of 
advertisements, each one making a spe- 
cialty of some particular branch of agri- 
culture. A coupon attached invites appli- 
cation for bulletins on specified subjects. 
Posters of the same character are also 
displayed in public places, such as rail- 
way stations, etc. 

Lists of these Dominion publications are 
available for distribution, and may be had 
by applying to the Publications Branch of 
the Department of Agriculture at Ottawa. 

Since 1914 notices of new publications 
have appeared each month in the Agricul- 
tural Gazette. In addition to these, there 
are lists published on the back covers of 
some of the bulletins, for instance, the 
Fruit Branch has a list on the back page 
indicating the available numbers of the 
Dairy and Cold Storage Commissioner's 
series. 

Most of the Dominion and many of the 
Ontario and other provincial publications 
are now indexed in the Agricultural Index 
published by the H. W. Wilson Co. of New 
York City. [A detailed statement of the 
agricultural publications of each of the 
provincial governments was included in 
this paper.] 

Mr. Deveneau then introduced Miss Vera 
M. Dixon, assistant librarian of the Iowa 
State College, who read a paper entitled 
"A Plan for library extension work in 
agriculture and home economics." The fol- 
lowing is a summary: 

There is a distinct contribution which 
the libraries of the state agricultural col- 
leges can make in the present national ef- 
fort to get information to the farmers and 
the housekeepers. 

They have presumably the best collection 
of books in the state relating to the sub- 
jects of agriculture and home economics; 
they are in contact with the experts on the 
faculty of the college and are, therefore, 
in a position to keep informed on the lit- 
erature of these subjects and are usually 
in close touch with the workers in agri- 
culture and home economics over the 
state. 

For this and other reasons there should 
be maintained in connection with agricul- 
tural college libraries an extension bureau 
devoted to collecting and making available 
the best and most recent literature on the 
subjects of agriculture and home economics. 



This would constitute an authority to 
which people over the state could write 
for information and from which they could 
borrow books. 

The collection should consist of books, 
pamphlets and package libraries, and 
could be loaned to leaders of clubs, home 
demonstration agents, county agents, and 
schools. The estimated cost for conduct- 
ing this work at Iowa State College is as 
follows: 
Initial cost: 

Salary of assistant, $90 for 12 
months $1,080 

Equipment of room 300 

Supplies (including postage and 
express) 200 

Books 1,000 

$2,580 
Yearly cost of maintenance: 

Books $ 500 to $1,000 

Equipment 100 

Supplies 100 

Postage and express 100 to 200 

Salary 1,500 to 1,600 

A questionnaire was recently sent to al. 
state universities, agricultural libraries, 
and state library commissions to determine 
how much library extension work in agri- 
culture and home economics they were do- 
ing. Sixty-one state universities and agricul- 
tural colleges answered. Of this number 
63 per cent report that they are doing li- 
brary extension work, and the number of 
questions answered per year runs from 
twenty-five at the University of Nebraska 
to 6,879 at the University of Kansas. 
Eight have a special assistant in charge 
of this work and many express the wish 
that they had. 

Miss Lucy E. Fay, librarian of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee, gave a report of the 
plan for agricultural extension work at 
that university, and Mr. William M. Hep- 
burn, librarian of Purdue University, In- 
diana, made a similar report. 

A spirited discussion of the interesting 
facts brought out by Miss Dixon's report 
resulted in a motion made by Miss Lacy, to 
present a resolution to Dr. Alfred C. True, 
of the Department of Agriculture, that, 
since 63 per cent of the institutions in this 
country doing agricultural work are carry- 
ing on some form of library extension work 
in response to the great need existing for 
such service, he be respectfully urged to 
consider this need and the great handicap 
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experienced in meeting it because of lack 
of funds, and if possible devise some 
means of using a portion of the Smith- 
Lever funds for this purpose. The resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted. 

There followed a paper on "The sources 
of agricultural statistics," by Miss Mary 
G. Lacy, of the library of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. [The paper, with 
an appended list of statistical sources, will 
appear in the Library Journal.} 

Miss Barnett, for the Handbook Com- 
mittee, reported progress and it was de- 
cided that the material in hand be circu- 
lated among agricultural libraries for 
criticism and suggestions. 
Mr. Hepburn proposed the following of- 



committee appointed at Louisville in 1917 
which recommended to the Association of 
Agricultural Colleges and Experiment 
Stations that each agricultural experiment 
station be requested to keep a reserve sup- 
ply of not less than 150 copies of each pub- 
lication issued, to be drawn on in com- 
pleting sets in libraries. The Nominating 
Committee, consisting of Miss Barnett and 
Mr. Hepburn, proposed the following of- 
ficers for the coming year, and on motion 
they were elected: Chairman, Vera M. 
Dixon, assistant librarian, Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames, Iowa; secretary, Lucy E. Fay. 
librarian, University of Tennessee, Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. 

Mary G. Lacy, 
Secretary. 



CATALOG SECTION 



The Catalog Section met Tuesday eve- 
ning in the club room of the Grand Union 
hotel, with the chairman, Miss Adelaide F. 
Evans of the Detroit Public Library, pre- 
siding. The secretary, Miss Mary F. Baker 
of the University of Missouri Library, was 
unable to be present and Miss Leta E. 
Adams of Gaylord Brothers acted in her 
stead. 

In a most interesting personal letter to 
Miss Evans, read by Miss Mary E. Hyde, 
Lieut. Willis F. Sewall, of the adjutant 
general's office, told of "War Department 
Indexes." [Extracts from this letter are 
given on page 242.] 

Dr. C. W. Andrews of the John Crerar 
Library presented a report from the Deci- 
mal Classification Advisory Committee. He 
said such slight progress had been made 
during the year that it might almost be 
called a "report of standing still." The 
committee felt that unless there was a de- 
cided change for the better during the 
coming year, they should either go on in- 
dependently or else ask to be discharged. 

In the symposium on "Cataloging econ- 
omies," which followed, the speakers were 
decidedly conspicuous by their absence. 



Miss Jennie M. Flexner, of the Louisville 
Free Library, read a paper written by Miss 
May Wood Wigginton of the same library, 
on 

CATALOGING ECONOMIES: MEETING THE DE- 
MANDS OF WAR SERVICE CATALOGING 

(See p. 245) 
The next paper, written by Miss Grace 
B. McCartney, of the Rochester Public Li- 
brary, was read by Miss Adeline B. Zachert 
of the same library, on the subject 

CATALOGING ECONOMIES: HOW ROCHESTER 
ECONOMIZES 

(See p. 247) 
Miss Margaret Mann, of the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, read the paper of 
Miss Adah Patton of the same library, en- 
titled 

THE CARE OF GIFT PAMPHLETS 

(See p. 249) 
Miss Katharine Dame, of the New York 
State Library, read the paper of Mr. T. 
Franklin Currier, of Harvard College Li- 
brary, the title being 

COST REDUCTION IN CATALOGING 

(See p. 243) 
Considerable discussion of short cuts in 
general and especially the elimination of 



